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AUSTRALIA 

MINKE WHALES, RAINFOREST & REEF 

24 JUN – 08 JUL 2019 ● 16 DAYS ● 14 GUESTS 

 

On this exhilarating journey, discover the secrets of the reef, the rainforest, the “Aussie” 
bush and Aboriginal culture. Explore the largest Coral Reef system in the world and come 
eye to eye with Minke whales. Rich, lush landscapes, vibrant reefs teeming with life, along 
with Australian culture and aboriginal traditions, make this the ultimate Australian adventure! 
 
Described by Sir David Attenborough as “the most extraordinary place on earth” the Daintree 
Rainforest is the oldest tropical rainforest in the world and a world heritage listed site. Ancient 
ferns, emerald green vines, and glistening rivers cover the vast area and are home to a 
plethora of birds, mammals and reptiles. Overnight in gorgeous eco-lodges situated in the 
heart of the Rainforest, walk through dense rainforest and the Australian bush in search of 
kangaroos, Lumholtz’s tree kangaroos, rock wallabies, possums, bandicoots, Boyd’s 
dragons, Emus, Cassowary birds, and Australia’s own Bird of Paradise, the Golden 
Bowerbird. Meet shy, nocturnal marsupials, reptiles and insects on night walks. Enjoy a boat 
cruise to see large saltwater crocodiles, pythons and birds along the riverside. 
 
Spend a week diving and snorkeling the pristine waters of the northern Great Barrier Reef 
from the comforts of our chartered dive yacht. Discover the best of what the famous Ribbon 
Reefs have on offer, as well as face to face encounters with giant Potato groupers at the 
world-famous Cod Hole. Explore towering coral pinnacles filled with marine life. Experience 
one of the most exhilarating and incredible close-up marine encounter on the planet as the 
Southern Dwarf Minke Whales come to socialize. These playful and inquisitive whales 
actively seek out snorkelers and divers to interact with. They never seem to tire of gliding 
majestically past, with behavioral displays that include spy hops, full body breaches, bubble 
blasts, belly presentations, head rises and jaw gapes.  This natural phenomenon only 
happens a few weeks each year, providing us with a unique and incredible experience that 
cannot be had anywhere else in the world and is only possible with Researchers onboard 
who will be giving talks and lectures on a daily basis. 
 
HIGHLIGHTS 
• Come eye to eye with Minke whales for one of the world’s greatest wildlife encounters. 
• Snorkel/dive on the Northern Barrier Reef, including the Ribbon Reefs, and Cod Hole. 
• See many of Australia’s iconic animals including Kangaroos, wallabies, possums, 

cassowaries and Emus. 
• Let local Aboriginal guides and elders share their ancient cultural and environmental 

knowledge with you. 
• Experience dense rainforest, the Australian outback, lush plateaus, deep desert landscapes 

and the reef 
• Stay in wonderful lodges, eat delicious food and be guided by the best local guides and 

Leaders. 

http://www.wildearthexpeditions.com/
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CLICK TO VIEW IN GOOGLE MAPS 
 
 
ITINERARY OVERVIEW 

 
AUSTRALIA – MINKE WHALES, RAINFOREST & REEF 

Day 01 | Jun 23 Depart Home / En-Route to Cairns 

Day 02 | Jun 24 Arrive in Cairns, Australia / Welcome Cocktail party and dinner 

Day 03 | Jun 25 Atherton Tablelands 

Day 04 | Jun 26 Malanda falls / Granite Gorge / Mareeba Wetlands 

Day 05 | Jun 27 Cooktown 

Day 06 | Jun 28 Laura / Daintree Rainforest 

Day 07| Jun 29  Mossman Gorge / Port Douglas 

Day 08 | Jun 30 Daintree Rainforest / Cape Tribulation 

Day 09-15 | Jul 01 – 07 Great Barrier Reef and Minke Whales onboard “Spirit of Freedom” 

Day 16 | Jul 08  Disembark Cairns / Fly home 

 

http://www.wildearthexpeditions.com/
mailto:INFO@WILDEARTHEXPEDITIONS.COM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1WA9gw20OwfV9_C64BTXcb8-ePc04h4bu&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1WA9gw20OwfV9_C64BTXcb8-ePc04h4bu&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1WA9gw20OwfV9_C64BTXcb8-ePc04h4bu&usp=sharing
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ITINERARY 

AUSTRALIA – MINKE WHALES, RAINFOREST & REEF 

Day 01.  Jun 23, 2019. Depart Home / En Route to Cairns, Australia                                               
Depart your home and travel to Cairns. We highly recommend arriving at least a day before 
the expedition departure, so you can acclimatize, are well rested and most importantly, don’t 
miss the trip. If needed, we can assist with booking additional hotel nights at the 5* Cairns 
Hilton. 
 
Day 02.  Jun 24, 2019. Arrive in Cairns / Welcome Cocktail party and Dinner 
On arrival at Cairns international airport transfer to the nearby Cairns Hilton, a 5* star 
property overlooking the famous Cairns Marina. Relax and enjoy the ocean view or take a 
stroll along the Esplanade before meeting your fellow Wild Earth Explorers in the evening 
for a walk along the marina and a welcome cocktail party and dinner at the Salt House 
Restaurant.                                                                                                                                                      
Overnight: Cairns Hilton - Deluxe Waterview room (D) 
 
Day 03.  Jun 25, 2019. Atherton Tablelands 
After breakfast, your adventure begins with a drive up to the beautiful Atherton Tablelands 
via the Gillies Highway. On route stop to see the Agile Wallabies. The Atherton Tablelands 
is a fertile plateau and is part of the Great Dividing Range. The fertility of the soils in the 
region can be attributed to the volcanic origins of the land. Meet up with our wonderful local 
naturalist guide at Lake Barrine, one of the Crater Lakes of the Crater Lakes National Park 
formed by recent volcanic activity 20,000 years ago. Enjoy a walk around the lake through 
dense rainforest, with the opportunity to see abundant bird life, ancient giant Kauri trees and 
the possibility of spotting pythons, eels and Australian side-necked turtles. Visit Tarzali lakes 
to see wild platypus and spot the gorgeous Ulysses butterfly and iridescent dragonflies while 
walking to the scenic Millaa Millaa waterfall. After lunch at a local tea house, head to famous 
Hypipamee crater, a crater 82m deep which was formed by an explosive eruption of volcanic 
gases which blasted through solid granite. Those energetic enough can climb up through 
the forest for a chance to see a rare Golden Bowerbird nest. Our final stop will be Hasties-
swap National park, a bird-watcher’s paradise. This swamp is a valuable refuge for resident 
and migratory birds, which can be observed from a two-story bird hide. Time permitting, 
explore the quaint little town of Yungaburra where our lovely lodge is located. After dinner, 
night time action will see us spotlighting for possums, insects and other nocturnal animals. 
Overnight: Eden House Retreat & Mountain Spa (B, L, D) 
 
Day 04.  Jun 26, 2019.  Malanda Falls / Granite Gorge /Mareeba Wetlands 
After an early breakfast a short drive takes us to the famous giant Curtain Fig Tree, where 
you can marvel at the adaptability of the Australian bush. At Malanda Falls join an aboriginal 

http://www.wildearthexpeditions.com/
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cultural interpretation walk through the forest, with a chance to spot Lumholtz’s tree 
kangaroos. 
Travel to Granite Gorge to get up close and personal with the endemic Mareeba Rock 
wallabies. Take a short stroll around the rocks and get very friendly with these wonderful 
small wallabies. The Mareeba wetlands provides you with the opportunity for some great 
birding and bush walking, with a very good chance to encounter the resident family of Emu, 
Australia’s largest and most iconic bird. Late afternoon, arrive at the remote Mungumby 
Lodge, a wonderful wilderness retreat, situated in the rainforest just south of Cooktown. 
Settle into your private Rainforest bungalow and join us for a sumptuous dinner on the 
terrace of the spacious homestead. 
Overnight: Mungumby Lodge, Cabin (B, L, D) 
 
Day 05.  Jun 27, 2019. Cooktown  
Enjoy a day of exploring Cooktown, a small town located at the mouth of the Endeavour 
River, where James Cook beached his ship, the Endeavour, for repairs in 1770. It is the 
northernmost town on the east coast of Australia and the closest to the Great Barrier Reef. 
Cooktown was founded in 1873 as a supply port for the goldfields along the Palmer River. 
Visit the Cooktown cemetery, the James Cook museum and head up Grassy-hill lookout for 
incredible views over the Barrier Reef, the town and the Endeavour river. After lunch and a 
stroll through the lush Botanical gardens head back to the lodge, stopping for a cold beer in 
a traditional ‘Aussie pub’ on the way. Finish the day with a walk through the rainforest to 
swim in a “croc-free” waterfall, or relax and enjoy the Lodge before dinner and retiring for 
the night. 
Overnight: Mungumby Lodge, Cabin (B, L, D) 
 
Day 06.  Jun 28, 2019.  Laura / Daintree Rainforest 
After breakfast, head out west into the “Aussie outback” to remote Laura, one of the most 
important archaeological study sites in Australia. With a local guide explore some of 
Australia’s best Aboriginal rock art. Famous for its rock art, Quinkan Country contains a large 
and dramatic body of prehistoric rock paintings. These galleries have been identified as 
being around 30,000 years old and have been included on the Australian Heritage Estate 
and listed by UNESCO as being among the top 10 rock art sites in the world. People from 
all over the world visit this remote location to view the rock art and gain some understanding 
of the Aboriginal stories associated with this magnificent sandstone landscape. 
After a short stroll around the small town of Laura, enjoy a picnic lunch in the gardens next 
to Split Rock site (another rock art gallery) before travelling the scenic road through the 
Aussie outback back into the rainforest while crossing the Great Dividing Range from Mt 
Molloy to Mossman. Enjoy a cold beer at the Mt Molloy pub en route. Check into the beautiful 
award-winning 5-star Silky Oaks Lodge & Spa, your home for the next 3 nights. Unwind and 
enjoy the serenity of this place from your Deluxe Treehouse. For dinner, taste mouth-
watering Aussie-food served on the gorgeous deck situated in the rainforest, above the 
crystal-clear waters of the Mossman river. 
Overnight: Silky Oaks- Deluxe Treehouse (B, L, D) 
 
Day 07.  Jun 29, 2019.   Mossman gorge / Port Douglas 
Spend the day immersing yourself in the natural habitats and beauty of the surrounding 
area. After breakfast set out to Mossman gorge and the oldest continuously surviving 
rainforest on earth. Learn about the traditional bush craft of the local inhabitants, as 
explained by our Aboriginal guide on our Ngadiku Dreamtime Gorge walk. Learn about 
traditional plant use, identify bush food sources, and the relationship between the rainforest 

http://www.wildearthexpeditions.com/
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and the Kuku Yalalji people. After a traditional bush tea and damper, head to the Wildlife 
Habitat, Australia’s leading environmental wildlife experience. Enjoy a special lunch where 
you can interact with lorikeets, cockatoos and a host of other birds. A private tour will give 
you the opportunity to learn about the various eco systems of Far north Queensland 
including the rainforest, wetlands and grasslands. A meandering walkway and boardwalk 
allows you to see endemic Boyd’s Forest wallabies, koalas, bats, turtles, frogs, and many 
other birds and mammals.  
Later in the afternoon head to famous and ritzy beach town of Port Douglas for some free 
time to explore the village, head to a viewpoint with spectacular views of the coast and dinner 
at a local restaurant before returning to Silky Oaks for overnight. 
Overnight: Silky Oaks– Deluxe Treehouse (B, L, D) 
 
Day 08.  Jun 30, 2019.   Daintree Rainforest /Cape Tribulation 
After breakfast on the deck next to the creek, travel along the edge of the forest through 
sugar cane country to Daintree river in the Daintree Rainforest. At around 1200 square 
kilometers Daintree is the largest continuous area of tropical rainforest on the Australian 
continent. The Daintree Rainforest contains 30% of frog, reptile and marsupial species in 
Australia and 65% of Australia’s bat and butterfly species. 18% of bird species in the country 
can be found in this area alone. There are also over 12,000 species of insects. All of this 
diversity is contained within an area that takes up 0.2% of the landmass of Australia. Much 
of the Daintree Rainforest is part of the Wet Tropics of Queensland World Heritage Site, 
listed by UNESCO in 1988 in recognition of its universal natural values highlighted by the 
rainforest. This morning, head into the forest for a forest walk through the oldest surviving 
rainforest on the planet, estimated to date back 135 million years. Cooper Creek Wilderness 
contains an awesome expression of diversity and perseverance and is a true refugium of 
Gondwanan forest with its representative communities of primitive fauna and flora. On our 
guided walk through this private estate and World Heritage Nature Refuge, our wonderful 
host and amazing naturalist guide will help us experience the inspirational grandeur of old 
growth fan palm rainforest, as we stand beneath a double canopy. In what has been 
described as the “Valley of Rainforest Dinosaurs” we are in search of the spectacular Boyd’s 
Dragon and the elusive Southern cassowary bird. Travel to Cape Tribulation for lunch, the 
very place where the world’s oldest rainforest collides with the epic Great Barrier Reef.  Later 
this afternoon, join a boat cruise on the Daintree River, giving you the chance to spot big 
saltwater crocodiles, pythons, kingfishers, nightjars and many other bird species.  
Tonight, enjoy a mouth-watering dinner at Silky Oaks and meet the fellow guests from the 
other group that will be joining us on the ‘Spirit of Freedom’ for our week on the Barrier Reef. 
Overnight: Silky Oaks – Deluxe Treehouse (B, L, D) 
 
Day 09. Jul 01, 2019.   Depart from Silky Oaks and travel to Cairns wharf and embark 
on ‘Spirit of Freedom’ 
After a leisurely morning and breakfast at the lodge, travel back to Cairns Wharf and embark 
on the ‘Spirit of Freedom’, as we start our adventure on the Great Barrier Reef in search of 
Dwarf Minke whales. After a safety briefing, we set sail and head north towards the northern 
Ribbon Reefs. 
Overnight: Spirit of Freedom – Cabin (B, L, D) 
 
Day 10-15.  Jul 02-07, 2019.  Great Barrier Reef and Minke Whales onboard “Spirit of 
Freedom” 
Spend a week of world-class diving and snorkeling on the pristine Great Barrier Reef’s 
Northern Section. Days will be spent exploring the fabulous Ribbon Reefs far out of reach 

http://www.wildearthexpeditions.com/
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of any day boats. Sites include the world-famous Cod Hole with the resident giant Potato 
cods, and various coral pinnacles covered in a myriad of fish and corals. The main focus of 
our expedition however will be the hours spent snorkeling in the presence of inquisitive 
Dwarf Minke whales, an encounter that leaves no-one unchanged and is second-to-none 
around the world for in-water whale encounters. Wake up to the Ribbon Reefs stretching out 
before you and get ready for the experience of a lifetime. Watch as the whales’ confidence 
and curiosity grows, bringing them eye to eye with you and spend hours in the water close 
to these gentle giants. An average whale encounter lasts an hour, but on past expeditions 
we have experienced exceptional days with up to 10 hours and 30 individual Minke whales. 
We maintain a flexible itinerary in order to maximize the time and quality of whale 
encounters. If no whales are found, continue your dive and snorkel adventure on beautiful 
coral gardens and pinnacles. In the evening, attend interpretive talks and presentations by 
the onboard researcher and marine biologist on whale biology, behavior and the history 
behind the Minke Whale Project. Night dives will be offered on some nights. Enjoy being 
part of this great tourism & research collaboration and one of the most unique underwater 
experiences. 
Overnight:  Spirit of Freedom – Cabin (B, L, D) 
 
Day 16.  Jul 08, 2019.  Cairns / Fly home 
After breakfast disembark in Cairns and fly home. 
Meals: (B) 
 
WHAT TO EXPECT  
All Wild Earth Expeditions are very active and participants need to be in good general health. 
For most activities, a good level of fitness is required. This expedition will include snorkeling 
and scuba diving coral reefs where currents may be present, climbing in and out of boats 
and other physical activities. Accommodations we have chosen are in upmarket hotels, 
lodges, rainforest cabins and ship cabins onboard the Spirit of Freedom, all with a/c and/or 
fans, hot water and ensuite bathroom facilities. Far north Queensland has a tropical climate, 
during winter it is warm and humid with slightly cooler evenings. Be prepared for tropical 
downpours while in the rainforest and some windy days at sea. This time of year, the trade-
winds can be strong and the seas big, but we will spend most of our time in the protection 
of the Ribbon reefs. Detailed Pre-Departure information will be sent to you 4 months prior to 
the expedition. Your expedition will be led by 2 Wild Earth Expeditions leaders, including a 
dive master and snorkel guide and the best, most experienced local guides. 
 
ITINERARY 
Wild Earth Expeditions will make every reasonable effort to operate the expedition as 
advertised, but alterations may occur, usually due to tides, weather, wildlife sightings or flight 
schedule changes. We will discuss our planned itinerary daily with our local expert guides 
and will always choose the best available option. Accommodations and arranged tours are 
subject to change or cancellation at any time due to unforeseen circumstances or 
circumstances beyond Wild Earth Expeditions control.  
 
WILDLIFE ENCOUNTERS 
Although we have reported honestly and accurately about our sightings and experiences, 
we would like to point out that we are working in the wilderness and despite all our good 
intentions and utmost preparation, Mother Nature may not cooperate with us at times. We 
believe that with good planning and a realistic approach, you will have a successful time 
witnessing the natural behavior of the wildlife we have set out to see.  

http://www.wildearthexpeditions.com/
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COST & INFO 
 

AUSTRALIA - MINKE WHALES, RAINFOREST & REEF 
Double Occupancy: USD $12’980 per person 
Single Supplement Surcharge: USD $5’790 per person 
Spirit of Freedom Upgrade to OceanView Deluxe (double bed): USD $1000 per person 
Spirit of Freedom Upgrade to OceanView Standard (double bed) & Stateroom (queen bed): 
USD $700 per person 
 
 
INCLUDED 
All accommodations in twin/double share rooms and cabins as outlined in the itinerary; All 
group meals; Welcome and farewell cocktail receptions; Soft drinks, drinking water, tea and 
regular filter coffee during lunch and dinner at all hotels and onboard the Spirit of Freedom; 
Drinking water while on tours; All group transfers and baggage handling; All tours, 
excursions, diving and snorkeling as outlined in the itinerary; Exclusive services of English 
speaking professional guides and naturalists; Services of 2 Wild Earth Expedition Leaders; 
All gratuities to porters, guides, drivers, dive crew, ship-, resort- and wait staff; Government- 
Service- and Room taxes; All permits, Harbor fees, Entrance and Marine park fees; 
Complimentary slideshow and photos; Recaps and Lectures by whale researcher; Dive 
tanks/weights for Scuba divers. Donation to Minke Whale Foundation. 
 
 
NOT INCLUDED 
All international and domestic airfares; Any airport arrival and departure taxes; Passport and 
visa fees; Immunization costs; Meals outside the group travel itinerary; Mandatory Travel 
insurance (including medical, medical evacuation and accident); Excess baggage charges; 
Personal items, such as laundry, any alcoholic beverages or bar charges (unless specified 
above), WiFi, telephone, fax calls; Tips for your 2 Wild Earth Leaders and any non-group 
services; Nitrox air fills and dive gear rental. 
Any sudden increase in price, due to currency fluctuations, a steep hike in fuel cost, change 
in government tax policy or for any reason beyond our control, will be adjusted with the final 
invoice due 4 months prior to the expedition. 
 
SINGLE OCCUPANCY 
We only have limited single spaces available on this expedition and single occupancy rates 
apply. If you are wanting to share accommodations, a roommate will be assigned to you and 
double occupancy rates apply. If we cannot pair you with a roommate, the single supplement 
surcharge applies. 
 

http://www.wildearthexpeditions.com/
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